Resolution #1

Curb Wasteful Spending by the Wake County Board of Education

Whereas

The current Republican-funded majority on the Wake County school board voted to move the site for Forest Ridge High School to an alternative site which will incur an additional cost of ten to fifteen million dollars according to the Wake County School Board’s professional staff, and is against the staff’s recommendations.

Whereas

The current Republican-funded majority on the Wake County school board voted to spend additional funds to hire an interim legal council to advise on defending against discrimination suits. This contract with Republican attorney Thomas Farr pays $250 per hour and can cost up to $75,000.

Whereas

The current Republican-funded majority on the Wake County school board is considering firing Superintendent of Schools Del Burns at an additional cost of $100,000 even though he has resigned effective June 30th, 2010; Mr. Burns cannot in good conscience implement the policies that have been approved and the policies have been proposed by the majority of the Wake County Board of Education.

Whereas

The current Republican-funded majority on the Wake County school board advocates changing some needed year round schools to traditional calendar schools which would reduce overall school capacity and so require construction of additional schools and \ or acquisition of trailers and cause a large number of expensive school reassignments.

Whereas

Republican-funded school board member John Tedesco’s “Community Assignment Zones” plan would underutilize many inner city schools, force construction of new schools, and result in massive and expensive school reassignments.

 Whereas

The lessons from other school systems -- including the Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools -- demonstrate that the high poverty schools that would be created by Mr. Tedesco’s proposal would: 

· Drive good teachers out of high poverty schools resulting in expensive teacher recruitment and incentives to keep good teachers in high poverty schools; those teachers burn out over time. 

· Require funding at 2 to 3 times the rate per pupil of low poverty schools and become a drain on low poverty school funding or raise taxes. Yet greater funding for High Poverty Schools does not have a good educational outcome; the outcome is demonstrably better for schools with a student body that is economically diverse, and requires less funding than high poverty schools. 

· Drive middle class families who reside in high poverty school zones into private schools and so deprive public schools of funding.

Whereas

The Wake County school board majority’s proposed elimination of the diversity policy would disqualify the Wake County Public School System from MSAP grants from the federal government. This includes $8.5 million in MSAP grants that are already approved through 2010 and any future grants from this program. To date, MSAP federal grants to magnet schools for curriculum and staff development have totaled $36.2 million.

Whereas

Scarce public education funds must be used for classroom instruction to efficiently and effectively educate students.
Therefore be it resolved

The Wake County Democratic Party urges the Wake County Board of Commissioners to reject any budget that inflates the cost of education due to any of these misguided school board policies.

Resolution #2

Resolved that Senator Kay Hagan should sign Sen. Bennett’s letter to Harry Reid to pass the public option by reconciliation.

Resolution #3
Change the Number of people needed to organize precincts

We believe that three is a sufficient number of people needed to be in attendance of the organizational meeting.  

We would like to change the current number of five attendees to three attendees in order to organize a precinct.

Resolution #4
Resolution Opposing

Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission

On Jan 21,. 2010 a divided Supreme Court ruled on the basis of the free speech principle of the First Amendment that government can not regulate political speech by corporations.

Whereas the decision is an egregious case of judicial activism, overturning established precedent and numerous federal and state laws and greatly expanding the concept of corporate personhood; and
Whereas the decision erroneously treats the common-sense regulation of the flow of money in politics as a restriction on free speech; and

Whereas the influence of corporations and other special interests has already largely overwhelmed the democratic process; and 

Whereas the torrent of corporate money unleashed by this decision will further drown out the voices of ordinary Americans and threaten our democracy;

Therefore be it resolved that the North Carolina Democratic Party herby registers its firm opposition to the ruling; and

Be it further resolved that the North Carolina Democratic Party instructs its elected representatives to pass forthwith legislative remedies to this assault on our democracy, such as the following. 

· A constitutional amendment stating that corporations are not persons entitled to constitutional rights.

· The Fair Elections Now Act (HR 1826) that calls for voter-owned elections of members of Congress, and for voter-owned elections programs at other levels of government

· Requiring detailed disclosure of who is sponsoring and paying for political ads and other electioneering communications.

· Requiring CEO’s of corporations to appear in and state their approval of their corporations’ political ads

· A strict ban on all foreign intrusion in federal elections.

· Use of the state’s power to grant and renew corporate charters to curtail the intrusion of corporations into the political process.

· Restricting campaign spending by companies that do business with federal, state or local governments.

Resolution #5
Resolution on Social Security and Medicare
WHEREAS self-styled “fiscal responsibles” have predicted imminent bankruptcy for Social Security and Medicare since the inception of each program, with the first such prediction published in 1936, and have recently been renewed; and

WHEREAS the 2008 Social Security Trustee Report projects under the “Intermediate Cost Assumptions” that Social Security will be able to pay benefits schedule to rise in accordance with rising productivity through 2040, and in 2041 will pay 125% of current benefits, while under “Low Cost Assumptions” Social Security will be overfunded in 2041, requiring greater-than-scheduled benefits or payroll tax reductions; and the fact that the projections are more positive now than they were ten years ago, which indicates that projections do not support the prediction of any crisis, nor even the need to make any change within the next decade; and

WHEREAS Medicare's financial problems arise from the unsustainably inefficient American market in medical goods and services; and

WHEREAS legislative and administration deficit peacocks are calling for a bipartisan commission to recommend raising F.I.C.A. taxes and cutting benefits;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Democratic members of Congress vote against any so-called “entitlement reform” that directly or indirectly reduces security or benefits in Social Security; and

RESOLVED that the financial problems facing Medicare be resolved in favor of medical industry reforms to make healthcare accessible for all Americans.

For Law and Order
WHEREAS the United States Constitution establishes a Republic of laws rather than of persons; and

WHEREAS the integrity of the system has been called into question by credible accounts of illegal actions by officials, beginning in the previous Republican administration; and

WHEREAS failure to hold the powerful and well-connected accountable brings about contempt for a government where “some people are above the law” and civic cynicism which destroys the basic democratic framework of  the nation; and 

WHEREAS a sizeable majority of Americans want an investigation into possible crimes where there is probable cause;

 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Congress conduct hearings on those issues where it has oversight responsibilities but which the Republican-controlled body failed to exercise, such as the entry into and contracting for war in the Middle East, unconstitutional spying on Americans, and the  like; furthermore

BE IT RESOLVED that the current administration cooperate with the Congress in establishing accountability under the law; and further 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Department of Justice investigate credible allegations of illegal actions by government officials who have not been held accountable.

For maintaining the American Republic 

 WHEREAS the United States alone spends 48% of the entire world's expenditures on the military; and

WHEREAS the United States owns or rents between 700 and 800 military bases worldwide, in about 130 foreign countries; and

WHEREAS the United States military has not accomplished the claimed strategic nor political objectives in Afghanistan and Iraq, a shortfall which demonstrates that a massive military is not a successful approach for pursuing U.S. interests abroad; and

WHEREAS pursuit of militaristic adventures has been used to justify abrogating the human rights guaranteed under the Constitution, from repudiation of  habeas corpus and the right to a fair trial without coerced self-incrimination, to domestic warrantless spying, to rejection of Congressional oversight through a “state secrets” doctrine, to practices on prisoners which are criminal under international law; and 

WHEREAS the extraordinary expenditures, the abridgment of freedom, and the forfeiture of moral leadership constitute the most real and present danger to the American Republic;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Democratic Party turn away from militarism as the primary instrument of foreign policy; and 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Democratic Party strengthen the Republic by promoting the common welfare of its people in education, health care, adequate retirement and economic security, adequate public infrastructure, and adherence to human rights and freedoms; and

BE IT RESOLVED that the Democratic Party support an expeditious withdrawing of American forces from Iraq and Afghanistan.

For internet neutrality
WHEREAS the internet developed with significant public support and has come to constitute a valuable public infrastructure; and

WHEREAS commercial providers of internet access are seeking power to limit internet use by imposing differential fees that would remove the ability of citizens, non-profit groups, small businesses, and other non-moneyed interests to use the infrastructure; and

WHEREAS the President has stated a policy of support for internet neutrality;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Democratic members of Congress make internet neutrality the law of the land. 
For protections of civil law for individuals
WHEREAS the North Carolina General Assembly and the United States Congress have over the years legislated a body of civil commercial and employment law to insure fair dealings and to protect the rights of individuals; and

WHEREAS corporations seek to nullify the democratically enacted civil law by including arbitration clauses in contracts that are a condition of employment or of receipt of services or products; and

WHEREAS courts have begun upholding arbitration clauses as legally pre-empting civil law;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Democratic members of Congress and of the General Assembly pass laws rendering legally invalid, in a contract that is a condition of employment or sale, any clause which pre-empts, in advance, rights otherwise available to employees and consumers under civil law.

On the Financial Corruption of Democracy

WHEREAS candidates for public office in the United States must raise extraordinary amounts of money in order to campaign effectively; and

WHEREAS the raising of money corrupts democracy; and

WHEREAS the major need for the money arises from the government’s granting use of public broadcast airways to corporations for private profit, so that the corporations then sell time to political candidates;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Democratic members of Congress seek legislation to require commercial broadcast corporations to allow candidates for public office the use of public airways free of charge, either through the issuance of “advertising credits” calculated by a formula based on corporation profits from the broadcast frequency, or by such other mechanism as established by Congress that eliminates the need to raise money for candidates to present themselves and their views to the electorate over the public airways.

For universal healthcare
WHEREAS the United States spends more money per capita on health care than any other nation; and

WHEREAS measures of health care outcomes indicate that the fragmented insurance-based market produces poorer results than comprehensive systems; and

WHEREAS the current health care funding mechanisms deter the best health outcomes for individuals, create financial insecurity for families and individuals, and impose burdensome costs on employers and workers and so depress economic development; and
WHEREAS the majority of Americans support expansion of Medicare to all; and

WHEREAS the bills for health insurance reform passed by the House and Senate tighten the grip of for-profit insurance companies on persons' access to healthcare, insert additional administrative costs into the system with inadequate regulation and enforcement mechanisms to insure the companies' compliance with applicable requirements; and

WHEREAS the current bills delay beginning any action until 2014, and by 2019 will still exclude some 25 million Americans, in contrast to Medicare which began implementation immediately upon passage and could be extended to all Americans without delay;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that regardless of whether bills mandating purchase of for-profit insurance in the future are passed, Democratic Members of Congress should expand a greatly improved Medicare system to every resident, covering every person in the U. S. for all necessary medical care including prescription drugs, hospital, surgical, outpatient services, primary and preventive care, emergency services, dental, mental health, home health, physical therapy, rehabilitation (including for substance abuse), vision care, chiropractic and long term care. 

For Human Rights
WHEREAS the United States was founded on the belief in inalienable rights for all men and the U.S. has subsequently reiterated an official belief in human rights through such actions as a constitutional Bill of Rights, trials for war criminals following World War II, incorporating human rights into the United Nations Charter, and signing onto the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; and

WHEREAS over the past nine years, the United States government has ignored or repudiated many human rights, from spying on citizens to enunciating a right to imprison and detain persons indefinitely  without charges, to treating prisoners inhumanely, even to enunciating a right to carry out assassinations;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Democratic President and Members of Congress observe human rights as defined in applicable documents, treaties, common law, and historical record, including the Constitution of the United States of America,  and that they reject all claims of dictatorial privileges for any elected or appointed official; further 

BE IT RESOLVED that any persons whose rights are not currently being observed receive immediate relief as appropriate, as, for example, by being charged if imprisoned, and receiving humane treatment while imprisoned. 

Resolution #6

Resolution Supporting the Creation of an Independent Statewide Energy Efficiency Program, NC SAVE$ ENERGY (House Bill 1050)

WHEREAS, energy costs for residents, business and industry are rising, and don’t reflect all of the externalized health and environmental costs of centralized power plants or fossil fuel combustion by vehicles;

WHEREAS, as the only truly clean energy is energy that is not used;

WHEREAS, the cost of implementing energy efficiency and conservation measures is much lower than the cost of current centralized power production, lower than renewable sources and still lower as compared to centralized power plants being constructed or planned; and

WHEREAS, low income residents of NC are disproportionately impacted by living in older and less efficient homes, and paying a higher percentage of income for energy costs;

WHEREAS, installation of energy conservation and efficiency improvements would generate thousands of new local “green collar” jobs in North Carolina;

WHEREAS, energy efficiency and other “demand-side” programs implemented by the investor-owned utilities create a built-in conflict with the purpose of those power utilities to sell power, and 

WHEREAS, six other states (ME, VT, OR, NY, NJ and WI) have demonstrated the effectiveness of independent efficiency programs that have saved millions of dollars in energy costs for ratepayers and natural gas customers, while substantially reducing greenhouse gas and toxic emissions, and

WHEREAS, legislation known as NC SAVE$ ENERGY (H1050) to create an independent energy efficiency non-profit administrator financed by a small fee on residential power bills and focused on creating energy savings for low and moderate income residents, retrofitting publicly owned buildings such as schools and non-profit hospitals, and creating green jobs has been introduced in the NC General Assembly and is before the House in the up-coming short session, 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,

 by the Wake County Democratic Party, that the General Assembly of North Carolina and Governor Perdue should strongly support NCSAVE$ ENERGY (H1050).

Resolution #7
Resolution calling upon the United States Congress to propose an amendment to the U.S. Constitution prohibiting corporations and Labor Unions from using their general treasury funds to make independent expenditures for speech that is an electioneering communication or for speech that expressly advocates the election or defeat of a candidate.

Whereas: As amended by 203 of the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 (BCRA) (better known as the McCain-Feingold Campaign Finance Law), federal law prohibits corporations and unions from using their general treasury funds to make independent expenditures for speech that is an “electioneering communication” or for speech that expressly advocates the election or defeat of a candidate.  2 U.S. C 441b.

Whereas: An electioneering communications is “any broadcast, cable, or satellite communication” that “refers to a clearly identified candidate for Federal office” and is made within 30 days of a primary election, 434 (f)(3)(A), and that is “publicly distributed,” 11 CFR 100.29 (a)(2), which in “ the case of a candidate for nomination for President (for example) . . . means” that the communication “[c]an be received by 50,000 or more persons in a State where a primary election . . .is being held within 30 days, “ 100.29(b)(3)(ii)
Whereas: Corporations and unions may establish a political action committee (PAC) for express advocacy or electioneering communications purposes, 2 U.S. C. 441b(b)(2).

Whereas: In McConnell v. Federal Election Commission 540 U.S. 93, 203-209, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld limits on electioneering communications in a facial challenge, relying on the holding in Austin v. Michigan Chamber of commerce, 494 U.S. 652, that political speech may be banned based on the speaker’s corporate identity.

Whereas:  On January 21, 2010, The U.S. Supreme Court overruled the Austin decision and the part of the McConnell decision that upheld BCRA 203’s extension of 441 b’s restrictions on independent corporate expenditures in a five to four decision in CITIZENS UNITED v. FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION.

Whereas: This decision threatens to undermine and corrupt this nations’ democracy.

Now, therefore, be it resolved by Precinct 17-05 that:

The Democratic Party of North Carolina calls upon the United States Congress to propose an amendment to the U.S. Constitution prohibiting corporations and labor unions from using their general treasury funds to make independent expenditures for speech that is an electioneering communication or for speech that expressly advocates the election or defeat of a candidate.

Be it further resolved by Precinct 17-05 that:

This resolution be forwarded to the Wake County Convention of the North Carolina Democratic Party for Adoption.
Resolution #8
Resolution for the decriminalization of Marijuana (cannabis) in North Carolina
 

Whereas removal of possession of small amounts of marijuana (cannabis) from the list of crimes classified as misdemeanors or felonies has been done in numerous states and localities of the United States, and
 

Whereas that change of status has not been found to create more problems than the previous situations in those localities, and indeed has been found to increase law enforcement capability by allowing resources to be directed towards the control and prevention of more serious offenses,
 

Therefore, be it resolved that it shall be the position of the North Carolina Democratic Party that personal possession of 1 ounce (28 grams) of dry marijuana (cannabis) should be allowed without penalty in the state of North Carolina.
 

Resolution #9

Resolution to permit collective bargaining by North Carolina "exempt" employees
 

Whereas in the state of North Carolina there exists by statute the category of "exempt employees," and
 

Whereas such employees are prohibited by statute from engaging in collective bargaining, and
 

Whereas that prohibition violates the constitutionally protected activity of free association,
 

Therefore, be it resolved that it shall be the position of the North Carolina Democratic Party that that statutory prohibition of collective bargaining by "exempt employees" should be rescinded.
 

RESOLUTION #10
Whereas 11-02 Meeting notice requirements clearly states all meetings notices must be sent by US Mail.

Now therefore be it resolved by precinct 01-46 the Wake County Democratic Party follows the plan of organization in dealing with all meetings.

Meetings needing attention, precinct meetings, board meetings, resolution and platform committee meetings, joint meetings, organizing meetings, etc.

RESOLUTION  #11

Whereas 4-05 of the Plan of Organization clearly states under Duties of the Secretary Section 4 – “Distribute minutes of meetings of the State Executive Committee and the State Executive Council to all members of the State Executive Committee no later than (14) days after said meeting is held”

Now therefore be it resolved the County Chair of Wake County serving on the State Executive Committee sees all members from Wake County serving on the State Executive is advised in accordance with the Plan of Organization.

Be it further resolved all members from Wake County serving on the State Executive Committee needs to report to the County Executive the content of the Secretaries’ minutes.

RESOLUTION #12

Whereas as Wake County Party Chair needs to read Section 4-05 of the Plan of Organization, duties of the County Chair.

Whereas he is the spokesman for our Wake County Party and it is hard to be a spokesman when you don’t attend the District Executive Committee Meetings.

Whereas when presiding at meetings where we have invited candidates to speak and the noise is so bad very few people can hear the candidates, it is embarrassing and insulting for the candidates and a bad impression left with the audience.

Whereas it is the duty of the Chair to keep order at all meetings he or she is presiding over

Now therefore be it resolved Precinct 01-46 calls on the Wake County Chair to perform the duties the Democrats of Wake County elected him to perform.

RESOLUTION #13
Standing Rules for State Executive Committee Meetings

Whereas the State Parliamentarian has ruled unfinished business not completed at the end of the State Executive Committee meeting will not be the first order of business at the next Executive Committee meeting, the Plan of Organization or Special Rules adopted can and does override Robert’s Rules of Order

Now therefore be it resolved the Wake County Democratic Party inserts the following language into the standing rules: All business not finished at the end of a State Executive Committee meeting will be carried over to the next State Executive Committee meeting as the First Order of Business.

RESOLUTION #14
Whereas the State Democratic Party at its June 2008 convention passed a resolution in support of the restoration of collective bargaining rights for public employees as a legislative priority; and 

Whereas the State Democratic Party reasserted its “fundamental belief in the collective bargaining process as a means of serving the interests of both public and private employees and employers,” and 

Whereas these “interests include better productivity, fair and adequate employee compensation and benefits, and safe, harmonious and healthy working conditions;” and 

Whereas the International Labor Organization (ILO) of the United Nations has ruled that NCGS 95-98 violates internationally-recognized standards for human rights; and 

Whereas only North Carolina and Virginia continue to deny their public workers this fundamental human right;

Therefore be it resolved that the 20-05 Democratic Precinct of Cary, North Carolina urges its County organization to press the State Democratic Party to wage a vigorous campaign to assure the passage of S427 and H750 that would grant public workers the right to collectively bargain by repealing GS 95-98, and resolves to engage the community and local leaders in this effort.

NOTES:  NC & VA do not have this, only 25 states

